
The Petal Forensics Team Finishes at the 

Top in the National Again This Year 

 
The Petal High School Forensics Team spent Memorial Day at-

tending the NCFL Grand National Forensics Tournament.  The 

twenty five member group of students, coaches, and parents along 

with more than 4,000 others from around the country gathered in 

Baltimore to compete in public speaking, oral interpretation of 

literature and debate.   

 

The 2012 NCFL Tournament was the largest in its 61year history 

with over 500 high schools across the United States represented, 

and once again, this event was on the National Advisory List of 

Student Contests and Activities approved by the National Asso-

ciation of Secondary School Principals. "The purpose of the Na-

tional Advisory List is to provide information to assist principals, teachers, parents, and students in mak-

ing decisions regarding participation in a wide variety of pro-

gram opportunities. The Committee reviews all programs 

based on the following standards: educational, financial, or-

ganizational, promotional, adjudication and awards." 

 

The Petal Team qualified fifteen students to compete at the 

tournament and 12 students made the trip to Baltimore.  Ash-

ley Reynolds, Gillian Purser, Allison McSwain, and Johanna 

Masterson competed in Public Forum debate.  Robert Hall 

competed in Dramatic Performance.  James Moss and Lauren 

McCaffrey competed in Duo Interpretation. Sarah Garris and 

Will Smith competed in Extemporaneous Speaking and Cur-

rie Blackwell, Jennifer Lott, and Madison Kolbo competed in 

Oral Interpretation. 

 

After four preliminary rounds of competition, junior, Jennifer 

Lott was ranked 11th going into the elimination rounds and, 

junior, Madison Kolbo advanced to the final round where she 

placed 5th in the Nation. 

 

Also, while in Baltimore the team took 

advantage of an opportunity to take 

part in a flag ceremony at Fort 

McHenry, whose defense inspired 

Francis Scott Key to write the "Star-

Spangled Banner".  This event was 

made even more special by the fact 

that this year marks the Bicentennial year of The War of 1812.  Finally, the group 

ended their successful trip with a chartered Pirate cruise of the Baltimore Inner 

Harbor and a trip to the National Aquarium. 

 

Both Lott and Kolbo, along with coach, Kelly Garner will leave Saturday, June 9 

for Indianapolis Indiana to compete in the National Forensic League Tourna-

ment. 


