
Petal Education Foundation Receives Grant from Wal-Mart Foundation for Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library Program 
 
Petal, MS, 8/19/2015  
 
The Petal Education Foundation is pleased to announce it has received a $2000.00 grant from 
the Wal-Mart Foundation for Petal’s Dolly Parton Imagination Library.  The program is set up 
to enrolled babies and preschoolers to receive one book each month from the child’s first 
month after birth or registration date, until their 5th birthday for a total of 60 books.  The 
books are sent at no cost, FREE, to the parents or child. 
 
Members of the Rotary Club of Petal initiated the Dolly Parton Imagination Library Project in 
2009 because its focus on literacy and because this program was so closely allied with the 
City of Petal’s Excel By 5 purpose; to support families in their efforts to provide optimum 
nurturing and learning experiences for babies and preschoolers. 
 
Colby Rushing, assistant manager of Wal-Mart-Petal, said, “I live in Petal and my twin girls get 
the books.  We have a three book minimum we read every night.”   
 
In communities where the Imagination Library is already active, studies have shown the 
children coming to kindergarten are better prepared to learn.  Having all children come to 
school with a background that includes books will allow all students to receive a better 
education.  This is because the time normally used teaching children from non-print 
households can be better utilized for instruction for everyone.  Many parents with limited 
reading skills also see improvement in their own reading skills by reading aloud to their 
children.  

  
Enrollment brochures are placed in doctor’s offices and in businesses around Petal to 
encourage all parents to enroll their children.   After filling out the enrollment form, and 
mailing it to the address on the form, a community volunteer enters each child’s name and 
address into a database maintained by the Dolly Parton organization.  Penguin Publishers 
then mails the books to the child enrolled.  Parents can also enroll their child on line at 
www.usa.imaginationlibrary.com 
 
Presently, there are 515 children enrolled in the program.  The cost to maintain the program 
is approximately $15,000.00 per year.  “The number of children being served is growing every 
month. Sponsors are needed to help sustain this program for our Petal babies.  We are so 
very grateful for Wal-Mart’s contribution to this worthwhile cause.  Two objectives are being 
met through the program; children are exposed to language and multiple literacy/vocabulary 
skills and they are growing socially and emotionally,” Lightsey commented.  
 
The program is totally funded by the generosity of interested citizens, donations from civic 
clubs, and corporation grants.  Every tax-deductable donation is appreciated.  Make checks to 

http://www.usa.imaginationlibrary.com/


the Petal Education Foundation at any time to help support the Imagination Library.  To 
sponsor a child, the cost is $29.00 per year.  That amount covers the cost of the books and 
the postage for mailing them.   
 
For more information about enrolling your child or donating to the Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library contact Leahne Lightsey, Petal Education Foundation, P. O. Box 948, Petal, MS or call 
601-545-3002 or email leahne.lightsey@petalschools.com 
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