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The Petal School District is proud to announce the 2013 inductee 

into their Academic Hall of Fame. Dr. Jerry W. Mixon has been 

named the latest inductee into the prestigious group of Petal 

graduates. The Academic Hall of Fame was established in 1989 

to honor graduates who have a demonstrated record of academic 

and professional achievement. Inductees into the Academic Hall 

of Fame have been identified as having achieved a significant 

degree of success in their pursuit of higher education and their 

chosen field of work. 

 

Dr. Jerry W. Mixon is a 1958 graduate of Petal High School. During his high school days he was 

active in sports in basketball, baseball and football. His senior year he was an escort in the 

homecoming court and voted the “Best All Around Male”, “Class Favorite” and “Most Popular”.  

 

After graduation he attended Pearl River Junior College where he also played football. He credits 

sports as an important factor in helping him learn how to interact with authority. While in junior 

college he made a commitment to serve God with his life as a fulltime Christian worker.  

 

In 1960, Petal Harvey Baptist Church licensed him to the gospel ministry. Unsure of what he 

should do next, Jerry enlisted in the U. S. Army.  For the next three years he served as a 

Chaplain’s Assistant working in Korea until his discharge in 1963. While in service he received 

the Good Conduct Award, was an expert marksman, and received numerous letters of 

commendation for his service on base and in civic service. He earned the rank of Specialist Fifth 

Class. 

 

Upon completion of his tour of duty, Petal Harvey Baptist Church ordained him in 1964. 

Dr. Mixon enrolled in William Carey College and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree. While he 

attended college he also served as a pastor for Mars Hill Baptist Church and was hired by the 

Parent Teacher Association to teach Physical Education at Smith Elementary School in Petal. 

From time to time he encounters some of those students who are now adults in Petal and they 

still call him “Coach Mixon!”  

 

After graduating from William Carey College, Mixon began to commute to New Orleans Baptist 

Theological Seminary in New Orleans, Louisiana where he earned a Masters of Theology degree 

in 1971. Since 1960 he has served as fulltime pastor for seven different congregations and has 

served twelve other congregations as interim pastor. He also served in fulltime evangelism from 

1973-1977 holding crusades across the south. Mixon and his friend, Tom Lester, who played 

“Eb” in the television production of “Green Acres.“ joined together in a citywide Petal Crusade 

in the high school stadium in 1974.  



 

Mixon has been listed in the Outstanding Young Men of America publication and Marquis 

Who’s Who in Religion, Second Edition. In the summer of 1975 William Carey College 

conferred on him an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree for his contributions as a minister. He 

retired in 2012 from the Mississippi Baptist Convention where he served as the Director of 

Stewardship for twelve years. He also served as Vice President of the Baptist State Convention 

which is made up of over 2020 Southern Baptist Churches in Mississippi. He was president of 

the 100 member Convention Board for two terms. When Dr. Mixon retired from state 

convention, he enlisted in the Mississippi State Guard as a chaplain and received the commission 

of Captain.  

 

Dr. Mixon has also distinguished himself as a writer. He is the author of two books published by 

Broadman Press, “Off The Main Road” and “Along The Way Home.” These books are home 

spun stories about growing up in Mississippi. In 2011 he completed this trilogy of humor when 

he self published “The Road Back Home.” He has written a self help book titled “How To Start a 

Christian Business in Your Home” and a book on CD titled “Who Moved My Church?” In 2010 

William Carey University selected Mixon to their Circle of Excellence (Hall of Fame).  

 

In 2011 Goss Baptist Church of Marion County honored him for five years of service as their 

pastor from 1977-82 and for building their softball field, a family life center, tennis courts and a 

community swimming pool. They rededicated their softball field in his honor and placed a large 

boulder near the field with the inscription, “Mixon Field.”  

 

When asked about the success of his life and ministry Mixon states, “I have been blessed by the 

amazing grace of God, my wife, my family and thousands of friends who have invested in me 

along the way. I will always be in debt to the teachers of Petal High School who purchased and 

gave to me my class ring in 1958. That one single event turned my life around.” 

  

Dr. Mixon is married to the former Victoria Beech of Moss Point, Mississippi. They currently 

reside in Madison, MS and are parents of one son, Jeff, and a daughter, Lanay (Jerry) Lambert. 

The Mixons have one granddaughter, Landon Lambert and one grandson, Luke Lambert. .  

 

Dr. Jerry Mixon is an outstanding graduate of Petal High School and an inspiring model of 

academic and professional achievement. Dr. Mixon will be inducted into the Petal School 

District Academic Hall of Fame as part of the school district’s Academic Awards Program for 

graduating seniors. The program will be held on Thursday, May 16, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Petal Performing Arts Center. He will also be honored at a reception in the Petal High School’s 

Commons Area immediately following the awards program. The public is invited to attend. Dr. 

Mixon will also be recognized at Petal High School’s Graduation Ceremony on Friday, May 17, 

2013, at 7:00 p.m. at Reed Green Coliseum on the campus of the University of Southern 

Mississippi.    

  

 


